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“ACCOUNT 
The LateR EVOLUTION 
-NEW-ENGLAND. 


Written by M*. Nathanael Byfield, to his Friends, Ge. 


“WE R.E being an opportunity of fending: for 
i London, by a V eflel that loaded at Long-Ifland, 
fm and for want of a: Wind put in here; and not 


GENTLEMEN, 


2 ~ knowing that there will be thelike from this 
Country fuddenly, Iam willing to give you fome brief 
Account of the moft remarkable things that have hap- 
ned here within this Fortnight laft paft; concluding 


that till about that time, you will have received per 


Carter, a full Account of the management of Affairs 
here. Upon the Eighteenth Inftant, about Eight of the 
Clock in the Morning, in Boffon, it was reported at 


the Sourh end. of the Town, That at the North end 


they wereall im Arms; and the like Report was at the 


North end, refpeting. the Seurh end: Whereupon: 


Captain Fobn George was immediately feized, and about 


nine of the clock the Drums beat thoroughthe Town ; 
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An Account of the late 


and an Enfign wasfet up-upom the Beacon: - Then Mp. 
Bradfbreet, Mr. Dantforth, Major Richards » Dr. Cooke, 
and Mr. Addington Sc were brought to the Council- 
houfe by a Company of Soldiers undey the Command 
of Captain Zill. *The’mean while the People in 
Arms, did take up and put into Goal, Juftice Bullivant, 
Juftice Foxcroft, Mr. Rapndalf, Sheriff Sherl-ck, Cap- 
tain Ravenfcroft, Captain White, Farewel, Broadbent, 
Crafford » Egrkin, Stith, and thany more, aspalfo. 
Mercey the then Goal-keeper, and put Seates the Brick- 
layer in his place. About Noon, in the Gallery at the 
Council-houfe, was read the Declaration here inclo. 
fed. Then aj Meflage was {ent td the Fort ta Si! Ed. 
mund Androfs, By Mr. Oliver and Mr. Zyres, figned 
by. the Gentlemen then. in the, Gouneil-Chamber J | 
which is here’ alfo inclofed )3 to inform him how 
unfafe he was like to be if he did not deliver up 
himfelf, and Fort and Government forthwith, which 
he was loath ito do; By this time;being about two of 
the Glock, ( the Lecture being put by") the Town ‘Was 
generally in; Arins, cand folmany-of ¢he Countrey came 
uy! that there .was Twenty Companies in’ Bo/fon, be- 
fides'a, great many that appeared at Charles Town that 
could not get-over ( fome fay Fifteen Hundred ): There 
then, came Information:.to the Sold iers, That a Boat 


was ‘come from:the Frigat that made towards the Fort, 


which made them hafte thither and come to the Sconce 


{oon after. the Boat got thither ; and *tis faid- that Gover- 
nor \Audrofs, and about half a {core Gentlemen, were. 
coming down out of the Fort; but the Boat being fei- 
zed, -wherein were {mall Arms, Hand-Granadoes, and, 
a.quantity of .Match, the Governour’and the feft went 
iaagain ; whereupon Mr. Fohn Nelfon, who was at the. 
head of the Soldiers, did demand the Fort and. the Go- 


vernor,, 


ZO ee 


Revolution in New:England, : 
vernor, who was. loath to fubmit.to them; but at. » 
length.did come: down,, and was; with the Gentlemen: 
that were. with him, conveyed. to the Coubcil-houfe, 
where Mr.Bradjireet and the reft. of the Gentlemen 
waited.to receive him; to whom M*, Stcuzhton firkk 
fpake , telling him, He might thank himfelf for 
the -prefent difafter that had befallen him, Ge. He 
was then confined for that night to Mr. Joba Cfher’s 
houfe under {trong Guards, andthe next day conveyed 
to the Fort, (where he yet remains, and with him Liew- 
tenant Collonel Ledger which is under the Command of 
Mr. Fohu Nelfon ; and at the Caftle, which is under the 
Command of. Mr. Foha Fairweather, is Mr. Weft, Mr: 
Graham, Mr. Palmer, and Captain 7ryfroye. At that time: 
Mr. Dudley was out upon the Circuit,and was holding a 
Court at Soathold on Lonz-Ifland. And on the w1/f?.In- 
{tant he arrived at Newport, where he heard the News. 
The next day Letters came to him, advifing him not to 
come home; he thereupon went over privately to Ma-- 
jor Smith’s at Naraganzett, and advice is this day come. 


hither, that yefterday about a dozen young men. 


moft of their own heads, went thither to demand him ;. 
and are gone with him down to Boffor. We have alfo. 
advice, that on Fryday laf{t towards evening, Sir Ed-. 
mond Androfs. did attempt to make an efcape im Wo-- 
mans Apparel, and pafsd two Guards,and was ftopped: 
at the third, being difcovered by his Shoes, not having: 
changed them. We are here ready to blame -you: 
fometimes, that we have not to this day received ad- 
vice concerning the great Changes in England, and im 
particular how it is like to fair with us here; who do» 
hope and believe that all thefe things will work for 
our Good ; and that you will not be wanting to pro- 
mote the Good of a Country that flands in fuch need’ 


An Account of the Late 
as New. England doesat this day. ‘The firft day of May, 
according to former Ufage , is the Ele@tion-day at 
Road lind; and many do fay they intend their choice 
there then. I have not farther to trouble you with at 
prefent, but recommending you, and all our affairs’ 
with you,to the Direction and Bleffing of our moft Gra- 
cious God si Mremant od. oan “Tene ebb” Insts < 98 
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~» Gentlemen, Merchants, and Inhabitants of BOSTON, 
and the Country Adjacent. April 18. 1689. 


’ E havefeen more than a de- 
cad of Years rolled away , 
VY fince the English World had. 
the Difcovery of an horrid Popifh Plot; where- 
in the bloody Devotees of Rome had in their 
Defignand Profpect no lefs than the extinéion 
of the Protefant Religio: which mighty Work 
they called che utter fubduing of a Peftilent Here- 
J; wherein ( they faid) there never were fuch. 
hopesof Succefs fince the Death of Queen Ma: - 
ry, aS NOW In our days. And we were of allmen 
the moftinfenfible, if we fhould apprehend a 
Countrey fo remarkable for the true Profeffion | 
and pure Exercifé of the Proteftant Religion as. 
New- England is, wholly unconcerned inthe {a- 
| famous. 


An Account of the-Late 
famous Plot. To crufh and break a Countrey 
foentirely and fignally made up of Reformed 
Churches, and at length to involve it in the mife- 
ries of anucter Extirpation , muft needs carry 
even aSupererogation of merit with it among 
{uch as were intoxicated with a Bigotry infpi- 
xed into them by the great Scarlet Whore. 


Y. UL. To get us within the reach of the des 
folation defired for us, it wasno improper 
thing that we fhould firft have our Charter Va- . 
cated, and the hedge which kept us from che 
wild Beafts: ef the field, effeétually broken 
down, Theaccomplifhment of this was haft- 
ned by the unwearied follicitations, and flande- 
rous accufatiens of a man, for his alice and 
Falfhood, well, known untous all. Our Charter’ 
was with a moft injurious pretence (and fearce 
that) of Law, condemned before it was pof- 
fible for us to appear at Weffminfter in thelegal 
defence of it; and withouta fair Jeave-to an- 
{wer for our felves,concerning theCrimes falfly 
laid-to our charge, we were put’ under:a Pre/i- 
dent and Council, withont any libercy for an Af- 
fembly, which .the other mexican Plantations 
have, by a.Commiflion from His Majeffy. © d 

Try 2 he §. Til. The 


Revo lutions in New- England. 
~-§. TL The Commifiion was as: Tegal for the — 
form of ‘it, as ‘the way of obtaining it was Ma- 
liciaus and wireafonable ' yet we made no Re- 
{iftance thereunto as we could ealily have done , 
but chofe to give all Mankind a Vemonttration 
of our being a people fufficiently dutiful and 
loyal to our King : and this’ with yer more Sa- 
tisfaction, becaule we took pains to make our 
felves valine asmuch as ever we could of the 
Whedle then offef’d unto ts ;:That his Mage/ty’ ‘ 
defire was no other than the happy encreafe and 
advance of thefe"Provinces by their more imme- 
diate Dependance on the Crown'of England. And 
we were convinced of it by ‘the courfes im- 
mediately taken to ) dainp and’ {poybl our, Trade, 
whereof decayes and complaints pretently filled 
all the Country ; ‘while in the mean time-nei- 
ther the Honour nor the Treafure of the! King 
was at all advanced by this new Model of our 
Affairs, but’ a- tonfiderabl e vege added Waco 
the Crown. | 
Q.TV. Tn little more e half a NMehdi we 
faw this. Commiffion fuperfeded by another, 
yet more Abfolute and ‘Arbityary, wich ‘which 
Sir Edmond Androfs* ‘arrived as our Governour : 
who befides his Power) with the Advice and 
Con- 


An Account of the late 
Confent of his,Council,to make Laws and raife 
Taxes. as he'pleafed; had. allo Authority by 
ximfelf co Mufter and Imploy all Perfons refi- 
ding in the Territory as occafion fhall ferve ; 


and to transfer {uch Forces toany Englifh Plan- 


tation ini America, as oceafion fhali require, And 
feveral Companies. of Souldiers, were now 
brought. from Europe, to {upport what was to 
beimpofed upon us, not without repeated Me- 
naces that fome hundreds ‘more, were intented 

forsuscarstis VOR atitieds ese Oak dRo 
_ §. V. ‘The Government was no. fooner in 
thele Hands, but.care was taken toload Prefer- 
ments principally upon fuch Men as. were f{tran- 
gersto, and haters, of the People:, and every 
ones Obfervation hath noted, what Qualifica- 
sions tecommended a Manto publick Offices and 
Employments, only here and there a good Man 
was uted, where others could not eafily be had ; 
the Governour himfelf, with Affertions now and. 
then falling from him, made us jealous that it 
would be thought for his Majefties Intereft, if 
this People were removed and another fuc- 
ceeded in their room: And his far-feteh'd In- 
Aruments that were growing rich among us, 
would gravely informus, that ic was not for his. 
Ma- 
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Majetties Intereft that we fhould thrive. But of ~ 


all our Oppreflors we were chiefly /queez'd by 
a crew of abject Perfons, fetched from: New- 
York,to be the Tools of che Adverfary,ftanding at 
our right hand; by chele were extraordinary 
and intollerable Fees extorted from every one 
upon all occafions, without any Rules bu thofe 
of their own infatiable Avarice and Beggary , 
and even the probate of a Will muft now coft 
as many Pounds perhaps as’ it did: Shillings here- 
tofore; nor could a {mall Volume contain the 


other {legalities done by thele Hor/e-leeches 


in the two or three Years that they have been | 


fucking of us ; and what Laws they made it was 
as impoffible for us to know,as dangerous for us 
to break ; but we fhall leave the Men of Jp/wich 
and of Plantub (among others) to tell the 
ftory of the kindnels which has been fhown them 


upon this account.’ ‘Doubtlefs a Land fo ruled’ | 


as once New-Hngland was, has not without many 
fears and fighs beheld the wicked walking on 
every fide, and the vileft Men exalted. 

§. VL. Ieswas now plainly affirmed, both by 
fome in open’Council,and by the {ame in private 
converfe, thatthe people in New-England were 
all Slaves, and the only difference between them 
B 2 and 
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and Slaves ts: their not being bought and fold ; 
and it was a maximodeltvezed in open Court. 
LUDTO, ussby one of the Council, that we mu 

not think the Priviledges of Englifh men would fol- 
low us to the end of the World: Accordingly we 
have been treated. with multiplied contradi&ti- 
ons ito: Atagua (harta, the rightsof which we 
laid claim unto. Pertons who did but peaceably. 
object againft the raifing of Taxes without an. 
Affembly, have been forithned, fometwenty; 
fome thirty, and others fifty Pounds. . Packe 
and pickt Juries have been very. common things - 
among us, when, under a pretended form of 
Law, the trouble of fomehoneft and worthy 
Men: has been’. aimed..at:: bute when “fome of 
this Gang have, been brought upon the Stage,: 
for the moft deteftable Enormities that ever the 
Sun beheld, all. Men have with Admirati- 
en feen what methods have.-been- taken : that 
they-might not be. treated. according, \tostheir 
GCrimes./, Without a Verdiat,. yeay without. a 
Jury fometimes have People been fined moft un- 
vighteoufly ; and fome not, of the _meaneft 
Quality, have been kept in longand-clote Im- 
prifenment. without anythe leatt Information 
apptaring, againft.chem, or an. Habeas: gen 
al. 


Revolutionss ia New-Enoland. 
oO 


allowed untothem. In fhort, when our Oppref- 


fors have been a little out of Mony, “twas but 
pretending fome Offence to be enquired into, 
and the moft innocent of Men were continually 
put into no {mall Expence to, anfwer the De- 
mands of the Offizers, who muft have Mony of 
them, or a Prifonforthem, tho none could ac- 


~ cufe them.of any Mifdemeanour. 


§. VII. To plunge the poor People every 
where into deeper Incapacities, there was one 
very comprehenfive Abufe given to us; Mul- 
titudes of pious and fober Men through the 
Land, {crupled the Mode of Swearing on the 
Book, defiring that they might Swear with an 
uplifted Hand, agreeable to the ancient Cuftom 
of the Colony.; and though we think we can 
prove that the Common Law amongft us (as 
well as in fome other places under.the Engli/h 
Crown) not only indulges, but even commands 
and enjoins the Rite of lifting the Hand in 
Swearizg; yet.they that had this Doubt, were 
{till put by from ferving upon any Juries ; and. 
many of them were. moft unaccountably Fined. 
and Imprifoned. Thus one Grievance isa Tro- 
jan Florfe, in the Belly of which it isnot eafy to 
recount how many infufferable Vexations have 


been contained, \, Vile 


ome 
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§. VIL Becaule thefe things could not make 
us miferable faft enough, there was a notable 
Difcovery made of weknow not what fli in 
all our Titles to our Lands; and, tho befides our 
purchafe of them from the Natives ; and, befides 
our actual peaceable unqueltioned poffeffion of 
them for nearthree{core Years, and befides the 
Promife of K. (harles If. in his Proclamation 
fent over tous inthe Year 1683, That no Wan 
here hall receive any Prejudice in his Free-hold or 
Eftate: We had the Grant of our Lands, under 
the Seal of the Council of Plimouth : which Grant 
was Renewed and Confirmed unto us by King 
(Charles 1. under the Great Seal of England; and 
the General Court which confifted of the Paten- 
tees and their Affociates, had made particular — 
Grants hereof to the feveral Towns (though 
‘was now deny’d by the Governour, that there 
was any fuch Thing as a Town) among us ; to all 
which Grants the General Court annexed for the 
further fecuring of them, 4 General Aé, pub- 
lifhed under the Seal of the Colony,in the Year 
1684. Yet we were every day told, That no Man 
was owner of a Foot of Land in all the Colony. 
Accordingly Writs of Intrufion began every where 
to be ferved on People, that after all their Sweat 

| dea and 


MA, 


and their Coft upon their formerly purchafed 


‘Lands, thought themfelves Free-bolders of what 


they had. And the Governor caufed the Lands 
pertaining to thele and thole particular Aten, to 
be meafured out for his Creatures to take poflef- 


fion of ; and the Right Owners, for pulling up the . 


Stakes, have pafled through Moleftations enough 
to tire all the patience in the World. They are 
more than'a few, that were by Terrors driven 
to take Patents for their Lands at exceffive rates, 
to fave them from the next.that might petition 
for them: and:we fear that the forcing of the 


People at the Eaftward hereunto, gave too much 


Rifeto the late unhappy Invafion made by the 
Indians on them. -Blanck Patents) were got rea- 
_ dy for the reft of us, to be fold at a Price, char 
all the Mony and Moveables in the Territory 


could f{carce have paid. And feveral Towns 


in the Country had their Commons begg’d by 
Perfons (even by fomeof the Council them- 
felves)) who have been privately encouraged 
thereunto, by thofe that fought for Occafions to 
impoverifh a Land already Peeled, Meeted out 
and Trodden down. - ; 

§.1X. All the Council were not ingaged in 
thete ill Actions, but chofeof them which were 
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true Lovers of their (Country, were feldom admit- 


ced. to, and feldomer confulted at the Debates. 


which produced thele unrighteous Things: Care 
was taken to keep them under Diladvantages ; 


and the Governor, with five or fix more, did 
what they would. We bore allthele, and ma- 
ny more fuch Things, without making any at- 
cempt for any Relief; only Mr. Mather, purely 
out of refpeét unto the Good of his Afflicted 
Country, undertook a Voyage into England ; 
which when thefe Men fufpected him to be pre- 


“paring for, they uled all manner of Craft and 


Kage, not Only to interrupt his Voyage, but to 
cuin his Perfon too. God having through many 
Difficulties given him to arrive at White-ball, the 
King, more than once or twice, promiled him a 
certain Magna Charta for a {peedy Redvels of ma- 


ny things which we were groaning under : and 


in the mean time {aid, That our Governor. fhould 
be written unto, to forbear the Mea/ures that he. was 
upon. However atterthis, we were injured in 


chofe very Things which were complained ot ; 
and befides what Wrong hath been done in our 
Civil Concerns, we {tppole the Minifters, and 
che (hurches every where have feen our Sacred 
Concerns apace igoing after them: How eas | 
nist ave 
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have been Difcountenanced, has had. a room in 


the reflections of every man, that is nota ftran- 
Ser i our Yr rael, 


1§ .X end yet that our Calamity might not 
be apne here; we,are again Briar‘d in the 
| Perplexities of another Indian War. how, or why; 
isa myftery too deep for us to tid. And 
tho’ tis judged that. our. Indian, Enemies are not 
above yoo. in number, yet .an Army. of One thon. 
fand Enelith hath ‘ead raifed for, the Conquer: 


ing of them ; which Army of our poor Friends 


and Brethren now under Popi{h Commanders (for » 


in the Army as well as in the: Council, Papifts ate, 
in Commiffion). has. been under fucl ha conduat, 


that not one Indian hath been killd, but more, 


Englifh. are fuppofed to have died through fick-' 


nefs and hardfhip, than we have adverfaries. 


there. alive ; 3. and the whole War hath been fo 


managed, that we cannot but fufpect in ir, a. 
branch of che Plot to bring us low ; which we) 


leave to be further. en aqui Ale into. in die time. 


sk Xt. We e did te againit thefe ome . 
ings, ‘but only cry fo our, God ; Hh they have caused. 
the 0 oi the, Poor to cone, unto, hun, and. he shears ' 

of CG : the 
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the cry of the Affitted. We have been quiet hi- 
therto, and fo ftill we fhould have been, had 
not the Great God at this time laid us under a 
double engagement to do fomething for our fecu- 
tity: befides, what we have in the {trangely 
unanimous inclination, which our Countrymen 
by extreamelt neceffities are driven unto. For 
firft, we are informed that the reft of the Eng- 
lith America is Alarmed with juft and great fears, 
that they may be attaqu’d by the French, who 
have lately (‘tis faid) already treated many of 
the Englifh with worfe then Turkifh Cruelties ; 
and while we are inequal danger of being fur- 
prifed by them, it is high time we fhould be 
better guarded, than we ate like to be while the 
Government remains in the hands by which it 
hath been held of late. Moreover, we have 
underftood, (though the Governour has taken 
all imaginable caté to keep us all ignorant thete- 
of) that the Almighty God hath been plea- 
fed to profper the noble undertaking of the 
Prince of Orange, to preferve the three King- 
doms from the horrible brinks of Popery and 
Slavery, and to bring toa Condign punifhment - 
thofe waft of men, by whom Fnglifh Liberties 
have been deftroy'd ; in compliance with which 
Glorious 
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Glorious Action, we ought furely to follow the 
Patterns which the Nobility, Gentry and Com- 
monalty in feveral parts of thofe Kingdoms 
have fet before us, though they therein . chiefly 
propofed to prevent what we already endure. 


§ XII. We do therefore {eize upon the Per 
fons of thofe few I men which have been. (next 
to our Sits) the grand Authors of our Mife- 
ties ; refolving to fecure them, for what Juttice, » 
Orders from his Highnefs, with the Englifh Par- 
lament {hall direct, left, ere we are aware, we find’ 
(what we may fear, being on all fides in dan- 
ger) our felves to be by them given away to a 
Forreign ‘Power, before fuch Orders can reach. 
untous ; for which Orders we now humbly 
wait. Inthe meantime firmly believing, that 
we have endeavoured nothing but what meer 


Duty to God and our Country calls for at our 


Hands : We commit our Enterprife unto the Blel-- 


fing of Him, who hears the cry of the Oppreffed, 
and advife all our Neighbours, for whom we 
have thus ventured our felves, to joyn withus 
in Prayers and. all juft Actions, for the De-- 
fence ‘of the Land, eos tT 
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